
In  order  to learn the craf t  of  making f ine chocolates ,  A lbert  K i rchmayr  moved back to

Germany and worked for  f ive  years  at  a  confect ioner ’s  in  Munich.  Addi t ional ly ,  he

attended a course in  Switzer land to widen h is  understanding of  the “sweet ”  t rade.  Af ter

h is  intens ive t ra in ing in  the art  of  chocolate making,  A lbert  K i rchmayr  decided that  the

t ime for  opening h is  own chocolate shop had come.  In  1979 he bought  the required

tools ,  moved back to Bal t imore,  and founded “Kirchmayr  Chocolat ier . "  Among his  qual i ty

se lect ion,  he of fered chocolate Santa Clauses made according to German tradi t ions .  

A L B E R T  K I R CHMAY R  AND  TH E
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A  C E L E B R A T I ON  OF  I N T E RNA T I ONA L  M IG RANT S  DAY

Albert  K i rchmayr  was born in  1959 in  Niederhofen,

Swabia ,  Germany.  Dur ing h is  t ra ineeship as  a

cook,  h is  wander lust  was igni ted.  He was very

keen to t ravel  the wor ld and star ted with a  hol iday

to France,  Spain and Austr ia  at  the young age of

18.  Af ter  complet ing h is  t ra ineeship ,  A lbert  took

his  f i rs t  job in  Switzer land,  fo l lowed by

employments  in  Sweden and Bermuda.  Whi le  in

Bermuda he learned of  vacant  pos i t ions in

Vancouver ,  Canada,  and Bal t imore,  USA.  Dur ing

his  t ime work ing as  a  chef  in  Bal t imore,  A lbert

K i rchmayr  s tar ted th ink ing about  founding h is  own

company.  His  f i rs t  at tempt at  be ing a  se l f-

employed company owner fa i led af ter  h is  bus iness

partner  parted ways with Albert  K i rchmayr .  The

dream of  an own company pers is ted but  was a lso

developed further :  A lbert  K i rchmayr  began

dreaming of  becoming a  chocolat ier .

Many of  A lbert  K i rchmayr ’s  customers  perceived

these Santa Clauses as  “very  grumpy ”  and would

not  buy the f ine f igur ines .  For  th is  reason,  A lbert

K i rchmayr  asked the mould manufacturer  to

speci f ica l ly  des ign a  “happy ”  looking Santa Claus

for  h is  bus iness ,  which would (hopeful ly )  make

his  customers  happy too.

“Kirchmayr  Chocolat ier ”  ran successfu l ly  for  32

years ,  but  in  the spr ing of  2020 Albert  K i rchmayr ,

“heavy-heartedly , ”  decided to c lose h is  bus iness

due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Many

newspapers  in  Bal t imore and surroundings

announced the sad news and an overwhelming

number of  customers  got  in  touch with Albert

K i rchmayr ,  now 64 years  o ld ,  as  an express ion of

grat i tude.
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