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Museums spur public debate on immigration with new documentary 

“Welcome to Shelbyville” screens at museums in Birmingham, Charlotte and Dearborn
New York, NY, October 21, 2010 – As immigration divides communities around the country, people are coming together at museums to talk openly about the challenges and opportunities of immigration in their own cities. Starting this October, the Arab American National Museum (Dearborn, MI), Birmingham Civil Rights Institute (Birmingham, AL) and Levine Museum of the New South (Charlotte, NC) will each host a screening of Welcome to Shelbyville, followed by public dialogues led by local Welcoming America affiliates about how immigration is shaping their cities. 

Welcome to Shelbyville is a new documentary about how residents of different backgrounds and beliefs in the southeastern Tennessee community of Shelbyville have worked to understand, challenge, and accept new immigrants. Directed and produced by Kim A. Snyder and executive produced by BeCause Foundation in association with Active Voice, Welcome to Shelbyville takes an intimate look at a town as its residents – whites and African-Americans, Latinos and Somalis – grapple with their beliefs, their histories and their evolving ways of life.

The museums hosting the screenings remember diverse histories – from the journeys of Arab Americans to the struggles against racism of the American Civil Rights movement and the transformation of a city like Charlotte, which has experienced a 600% growth in the Latino population over the last decade. But the museums share a common commitment: they all use their histories to open dialogue on immigration today. With Welcome to Shelbyville each museum will connect its history to today’s challenges of how to live and work in changing cities. The personal stories of the residents from Shelbyville will offer avenues for the public to understand their own experiences, while the lessons of the past that the museums share will provide historical perspective to today’s debates on immigration. With the documentary and dialogues, the museums create new spaces for community members to voice their beliefs, learn from each other and explore how they might receive newcomers.  
The three museums are part of the Immigration Sites of Conscience Network, a network of 23 museums that remember immigration or civil rights histories and pledge to create new spaces for people to meet face to face and share their diverse experiences and opinions on immigration, past and present. The network is facilitated by the International Coalition of Sites of Conscience - a worldwide network of historic sites like the Lower East Side Tenement Museum (New York), the Gulag Museum at Perm-36 (Russia) and the District Six Museum (South Africa) dedicated to remembering past struggles for justice and addressing their contemporary legacies.  To date, the Coalition has launched seven networks of Sites of Conscience that interpret parallel histories and address common contemporary issues. 

The Welcome to Shelbyville screenings are being organized by Active Voice, the International Coalition of Sites of Conscience, and Welcoming America. 
#        #        #

The International Coalition of Sites of Conscience (www.sitesofconscience.org) is a worldwide network of “Sites of Conscience” – historic sites like the Lower East Side Tenement Museum (New York), Maison des Esclaves (Senegal), and District Six Museum (South Africa), that foster public dialogue on social issues to foster cultures of democracy.  The International Coalition provides member sites with direct funding for civic engagement programs; organizes learning exchanges ranging from one-on-one collaborations to international conferences; and conducts strategic advocacy for sites and the Sites of Conscience movement. 
Welcoming America is a national, grassroots-driven collaborative that works to promote mutual respect and cooperation between foreign-born and U.S.-born Americans. The ultimate goal of Welcoming America is to create a welcoming atmosphere – community by community – in which immigrants are more likely to integrate into the social fabric of their adopted hometowns.
Active Voice uses film, television and multimedia to put a human face on the issues of our times. Working with media makers, funders, advocates and thought leaders since 2001, Active Voice aims to spark social change from grassroots to grass tops. www.activevoice.net

Kim A. Snyder is an award-winning filmmaker whose most recent film, Welcome to Shelbyville, is recipient of a Gucci-Tribeca Documentary Fund grant, a selection of the U.S. State Department's 2010 American Documentary Showcase, and will air on PBS's Independent Lens in early 2011.  Kim most recently worked with the BeCause Foundation, producing a series of short documentaries furthering the work of the social innovators they highlight. Kim directed and produced I Remember Me (2001) distributed theatrically in the U.S. by Zeitgeist Films. 

BeCause Foundation ignites social change through the powerful fusion of documentary filmmaking and creative outreach and engagement projects. BeCause films tell moving stories about individuals, organizations, and communities who, with compassion and determination, are finding innovative solutions to complex social problems. By implementing engagement campaigns and coalition building around the films, BeCause Foundation  helps transform solutions into broad-based movements for social change. www.becausefoundation.net
Shelbyville Multimedia is funded in part by the Ford Foundation, Unbound Philanthropy, 

Carnegie Corporation of New York and Andrus Family Fund. www.welcometoshelbyvilleonline.org 
Contact: Bix Gabriel, 1.646.755.6183 (office); 1.917.853.5980 (mobile); bgabriel@sitesofconscience.org

