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Remembering Conflict to Foster Reconciliation 

Liberians WITNESS – REMEMBER – CREATE History through Art and Memory Workshops
Monrovia, LIBERIA, March 29 – Starting Monday, Liberians will begin to implement a key recommendation of the recently concluded Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC): to memorialize the country’s past conflicts. Members of the International Coalition of Sites of Conscience (the Coalition), Liberian civil society organizations, Civic Initiative (CI) and Liberia Media Center (LMC), and the Human Rights Media Center (in South Africa) will launch WITNESS – REMEMBER – CREATE, an international effort using recollections and art to build a public memory of Liberia’s civil wars.
WITNESS – REMEMBER – CREATE launches on Monday, March 29, with the opening of Breaking the Silence: A Luta Continua, the award-winning exhibit of paintings, body-maps, and memory cloths created by survivors of Apartheid from South Africa. Against the backdrop of this exhibit, panellists Jerome Verdier, Chairman, Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Commission; Cletus Sieh, Minister of Information; Dan Saryiah, Executive Director, Liberia Democratic Institute; and Wesseh Blamo, from the House of Representatives will publicly discuss the TRC’s key recommendations including how memorialisation can contribute to building reconciliation and democracy.  

This discussion sets the stage for two workshops from Tuesday, March 30 to Friday, April 2, where everyday Liberians, including amputees from the war, wives of soldiers, and others, will develop their own artwork. Through dialogue about their experiences of the country’s 14-year civil war, they will create drawings, paintings, and “body maps” – life-size images of human bodies – to express their memories. 
WITNESS – REMEMBER – CREATE is a result of two years of gathering Liberians’ visions for memorialisation. First, CI, LMC, and the Coalition organized a series of consultations with community members across Liberia to identify potential Sites of Conscience – such as the Maher Bridge, where in 2002, hundreds of civilians were lured with promises of food and supplies and then drowned – as spaces for healing and peace-building. Next, the Coalition and CI facilitated sessions at the Liberian National Reconciliation Conference, where perpetrators and victims came together to discuss what should be remembered from the recent conflict and how places of memory could support reconciliation efforts. This week’s workshops will enable Liberians to begin the process of dialogue and memory to create their own visual, living, personal, and public history. 
Holding the Breaking the Silence exhibit, art and memory workshops, and public dialogues at a historical site of resistance against tyranny and oppression, the University of Liberia, offers a model for how to mobilize citizen engagement in memorialisation. These processes can form a fundamental part of reconciliation and healing for societies rebuilding in the wake of violence. CI, LMC, and the Human Rights Media Center developed this model through their membership in the Coalition, which  facilitates exchange and learning around sites of memory opening public dialogue on contemporary issues. 
______________________________________________________________________________

About the partners:
CIVIC INITIATIVE is a Liberian civil society organization whose focal areas in the pursuit of democracy as well as the rule of law are Transitional Justice (TJ) and Security Sector Reform (SSR). CI propels this agenda by engaging in and facilitating advocacy, research, and documentation of closely intertwined or related concepts. It is currently implementing activities centered on post-TRC issues such as memorialisation, and reparations, amongst others.

LIBERIA MEDIA CENTER is as a legally registered not-for-profit media and communications firm that fosters local development through the utilization of information and communications sources. The Liberia Media Center assists members of the media and civil society with a variety of professional services, including research, training, outreach, and mass communication. www.liberiamediacenter.org
HUMAN RIGHTS MEDIA CENTER is a non-profit organization based in Cape Town, South Africa. Its mission is the documentation and multi-media dissemination of the country’s narrative history for human rights awareness, education, and activism. www.hrmc.org.za


THE INTERNATIONAL COALITION OF SITES OF CONSCIENCE is a worldwide network of Sites of Conscience – historic sites like the National Civil Rights Museum (USA), the Gulag Museum (Russia), and the District Six Museum (South Africa), dedicated to remembering past struggles for justice and opening public dialogue on their contemporary legacies. Currently, the Coalition is led by 17 Accredited Sites of Conscience and includes more than 230 members in 44 countries. www.sitesofconscience.org
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