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First International Summit of 
Sites of Conscience in Brazil

How Can Places of Memory Support Building Democracy?
SÃO PAULO, Brazil, November 21, 2010 – From November 21 to 23, 2010, the International Coalition of Sites of Conscience will participate for the first time in Brazil’s “International Seminar on Sites of Memory and Conscience” and demonstrate how Sites of Conscience help build and strengthen democracy. The International Coalition of Sites of Conscience is a 250-strong, worldwide network of Sites of Conscience - memorials, museums and historic sites that remember past struggles for justice and open public dialogue on their legacies today to build vibrant democracies and new futures. 
Organized by the Amnesty Commission of the Ministry of Justice and Brazilian members of the Coalition, Memorial da Resistência (Memorial of the Resistance) and Núcleo de Preservação da Memória Política (Center for the Preservation of Political Memory), the Summit brings members of the Board of Directors of the International Coalition from around the world to share global experiences on how collective memory of the past can foster collective action for the future. Coalition representatives include Ruth Abram, Founder, Lower East Side Tenement Museum, USA; Doudou Diène, Former United Nations Special Rapporteur On Contemporary Forms Of Racism, Xenophobia And Related Intolerance, Senegal; Jean-Louis Luxen, Former Secretary General of ICOMOS (International Council on Monuments and Sites) Belgium; Patricia Tappatá de Valdez, Director, Memoria Abierta, Argentina; and W. Richard West, Founding Director Emeritus, National Museum of the American Indian, USA. 
The Summit aims to invite reflection and discussion on key questions on the role of memorialization in promoting civic engagement such as: How can memories of conflict be harnessed to inspire peace? What is the relationship between memorialization and other mechanisms of transitional justice? And how can we create memorialization policies that support the building of strong democracies?
Coalition representatives will share how diverse Sites of Conscience like the Liberation War Museum in Bangladesh remembering the genocide of 1971 that killed more than 3 million Bangladeshis, the Gulag Museum at Perm-36 in Russia, the only Stalinist labor camp to be preserved as a museum, and the Lower East Side Tenement Museum in the US, a restored tenement building describing stories of immigrant life in the early 1900s, all utilize the power of their places to help people connect past to present, and move from memory to action. 
Similarly, representatives of Brazilian institutions will also present and discuss their experiences related to the development of memorialization projects, like the Memorial for the Resistance in Sao Paulo, the Memorial for the Political Amnesty in Brazil, the Memorial for Democracy of the State of Pernambuco, and the project Revealed Memories of the National Archive of Rio de Janeiro, as well as other initiatives for the preservation of these memories.

____________________________________________________________________________
The International Coalition of Sites of Conscience is a worldwide network of “Sites of Conscience” – historic sites dedicated to remembering past struggles for justice and addressing their contemporary legacies.  The International Coalition provides member sites with direct funding for civic engagement programs; organizes learning exchanges ranging from one-on-one collaborations to international conferences; and conducts strategic advocacy for 


sites and the Sites of Conscience movement. Currently, the International Coalition is led by 17 accredited Sites of Conscience and includes more than 250 members and 3,000 supporters in 60 countries. www.sitesofconscience.org.
Núcleo de Preservação da Memória Política (the Center for the Preservation of the Political Memory, also known as the Center for the Memory), is a working group formed within the Permanent Forum for Ex-Prisoners and Political Persecuted of the State of São Paulo. It was founded in Sao Paulo in 2001 in order to advocate for former political prisoners during the military dictatorship in Brazil (1964-1985). Since 2009, the Center for the Memory has become an independent institution. Its core activity is to promote public policies on issues related to memory. It also protects human rights and develops educational activities. In partnership with similar institutions in Brazil, the Center strives to transform into sites of memory places where atrocities were once carried out. And since 2008, members of the Center also collaborate with the Memorial of the Resistance in the development of educational and cultural activities. http:/www.nucleomemoria.org.br 
The Memorial of the Resistance in Sao Paulo was founded in January 2009. It is an institution dedicated to preserving the memories of political repression and its resistance during the republican government in Brazil. It transformed into a museum part of the building that hosted the State of Sao Paulo Department of Social and Political Order/Deops during the period 1940 to 1983. It is the only memorial remembering the military dictatorship on Brazil currently open to the public. Its program is structured in six procedural actions to safeguard and communicate its patrimony: Reference Center; Program “Places of Memory”; Periodical Collection of Testimonies; Exhibits; Educational Action; and Cultural Action. Since its opening in 2008, the Memorial has hosted a series of activities, such as temporary exhibitions, academic and thematic seminars, interpretation of plays, film festival, book launches, and discussion panels. Beyond the educational visits, the Memorial promotes meetings with educators and round-tables with former political prisoners, and offers pedagogic material for classroom activities. All these activities have opened the opportunities to deal with a variety of themes through different media, and have attracted a very diverse public. It is the only memorial remembering the military dictatorship on Brazil currently open to the public. http://www.pinacoteca.org.br
The Ministry of Justice’s Amnesty Commission, a body of the Brazilian federal government based in Brasilia, was created on August 28, 2001. The Commission analyses requests for political amnesty from people who were persecuted for exclusively political reasons from 1946 to 1988. Until December 2009, the Commission has received more than 66 thousand amnesty requests. More than 30 thousand Brazilians have already had their requests granted and received official apologies from the Brazilian state. http://www.mj.gov.br/anistia
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